
Cabernet Franc as „flagship“

Producers from South Hungarian Villány bring their top wines
 to ProWein 2022 / Own tasting event at “Sturmfreie Bude“.

The small town of Villány, located in the sunniest spot 
of Hungary in the very South, close to the border 
with Croatia, is called „Bordeaux of the East“ due 
to its red wines that are full of character. For more 
than 100 years, apart from indigenous grapes such 
as Kékfrankos, Kadarka and Portugieser, Cabernet 
Franc, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon have been 
cultivated on loess and clay soil rich in limestone 
sediments. It is their „flagship“ Cabernet Franc that 
the Villány vintners have achieved a substantial 
international reputation with – and the „flagship“ will 
also be on the front line during the participation of 
eight top producers on ProWein 2022 at May 15 – 17 
in Duesseldorf (hall 11, booth E30).

For the first time, the “Villányi Borvidék (Villányi 
Wine Region)” growers association takes part in the 
„ProWein goes City” program: On Sunday, 15 May 
at 18.30, where Master of Wine Peter McCombie 
from New Zealand will present the great reds from 
Villány in the “Sturmfreie Bude” event location 
high above the roofs of Duesseldorf. On the same 
occasion, producers from the Croatian wine route 
Križevci-Kalnik-Orehovec will offer their whites to 
the attendees. Registration for this tasting event is 
required via marketing@villanyiborvidek.hu.

Also, on 15 May (13.00), during a masterclass at 
the booth of „Wines of Hungary“ (hall 11 D20), 
Peter McCombie and András Horkay, Dip WSET and 
Director of the Central European Wine Institute in 
Budapest, will take their guests on an oenological 
journey through the terroirs and cellars of Villány. 
Registration for this masterclass: https://dusseldorf.
hungaryatprowein.com.

What makes the wine region of Villány, with its 
2.400 hectares of vineyards, so special? – On the 
one hand, most certainly, the Southern location with 
2.150 hours of sunshine and perfectly fitting 700 
millimetres of rainfall a year. On the other hand, it‘s 
the long viticultural tradition and the vast know-how 
of the vintners there. As descendants of „Donau 
Schwaben” who immigrated in the 18th century, 
many still bear their German family names with 
pride. More than 100 years ago, Villány reds traded at 
high prices at the London Wine Exchange. And after 
the end of communism in 1990, the Villány growers 
restructured their enterprises with great devotion 
and entrepreneurial spirit as the first ones in Hungary.   



Pioneers such as Ede Tiffán, Attila Gere, Zoltán Polgár 
and József Bock were honoured with the “Winemaker 
of The Year” title already in the nineties. Meanwhile, 
the next generation has overtaken all activities – and 
is leading Villány to new horizons of international 
presence. An own annual congress with tastings and 
many visitors from abroad is organised now. 

Complementarily, a specially created fresh’n fruity 
wine brand based on Portugieser and named “REDy“ 
targets younger consumers. With its huge array of 
small hotels, family-owned pensions and typical 
Hungarian gastronomy, Villány is more and more 
developing itself into one of the upcoming hot spots 
of international wine tourism.

At the ProWein booth E30 in hall 11 there will 
be names present as the vintners‘ legends József 
Bock and Attila Gere – as well as Zsolt Gere (whose 
father Tamás belonged to the founders of the Villány 
quality revolution of the nineties), Tamás Günzer with 
his strongly growing estate, the Csányi Winery as 
successor of the former cooperative with its “Chateau 
Wines” Kövilla Selection and Teleki Tradició, Mónika 
Debreczeni, who leads the Vylyan Winery founded 
in 1992 together with her husband Pál, now with her 
daughter Janka, the Streit-Zágonyi Winery and Csaba 
Koch, “Winemaker of the Year” 2019. 

The wineries in detail

At Bock Winery, the tradition of viticulture dates back to the 18th century 
when their ancestors from Germany settled down in Hungary. Since 1850 
the Bock family has been producing wine in Villány. All family members are 
engaged in the estate, which ranks among the biggest with 100 hectares 
own first-class land and buy grapes from another 60. József Bock and his 
son Valér produce only quality wines marketed mainly in the Hungarian 
gastronomy and specialised retail shops. Part of the enterprise is a hotel 
with a restaurant.

The history of Attila Gere Winery started seven generations ago. Today 
there are 70 hectares of vineyards. Since 2010, it has been entirely organic. 
At Gere‘s, the younger generation is now leading the enterprise. Attila‘s 
daughter Andrea is on top of the house. Gere Winery is not just known for its 
top wines but also for its “Crocus Gere Resort & Wine Spa” and the affiliated 
“Mandula & Wine Bar” restaurant. Andrea‘s name also features in the name 
a brand of her own cosmetics series based on grape seeds under the name 
„Grapelove”. 

Vineyards of Csányi Winery stretch over 400 hectares. All premium wines, 
amongst them also their „Villányi Franc“, age in a two kilometres long 
cellar. The flagships of  Csányi are the wines from the single vineyard Kopár 
and the ones with the „Teleki“ label. Founded in 1881 by Count Zsigmond 
Teleki, a vine breeder, the estate is well-known for its regional grapes like 
Kékfrankos, Portugieser and Olaszrizling (Welschriesling), which have 
gained international recognition.   



Gere Tamás & Zsolt Winery: Tamás Gere was one of the „Big Five“ who 
founded the re-rise of Villány at the end of the 1980’s. His son Zsolt overtook 
the enterprise two decades ago and has made a name for his elegant, well-
balanced wine style. Annual production is between 300,000 and 350,000 
bottles in red, rosé and white. Since 2006, they have been all marketed 
under the Protected Designation of Origin PDO – DHC Villány.  

Tamás Günzer‘s winery was founded in 1991 and is cultivating 70 hectares 
in the meantime, 80 per cent of the red varieties. Continuous increased 
quality in the premium sector has led to the „Hungarian Winery of the Year“ 
title in 2019. Right after that, they inaugurated a wine bar in spring 2021, 
which has already been awarded. Tamás Günzer is particularly proud of his 
concentrated Cru wines from the top vineyards Bocor, Ördögárok, Kopár 
and Jammertál.

Csaba Koch, another descendant of the Donau Schwaben, originated 
from the Hajós-Baja region and started producing wine in Villány in 2007 
in his new VinArt Winery. He does this with success because, in 2019, he 
became „Winemaker of the Year”. 30 hectares are currently under covered 
in vineyards, dominantly Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 
Syrah. Csaba Koch strictly cares for low yields, hand picking and excellent 
quality of his wines. 

Vylyan Estate was founded in 1992 by Pál Debreczeni. After his much too 
early passing away, his wife Mónika had to take the reins as a single mother 
of two kids. But no doubt: she has mastered this challenge with flying 
colours. Today, Vyvyan belongs to the leading producers in Villány, a modern 
estate surrounded by the vineyards of Fekete hill at Kisharsány which 
marked by the arts. The team gathered around winemaker Sándor Tóth has 
found its wine style. In 2021,  Mónika Debreczeni‘s daughter Janka joined 
the winery and started to manage exports.

One of the rising new names in Villány is the Streit-Zágony Winery. The 
current vineyards have a size of 7 hectares and are planted with Cabernet 
Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Kékfrankos, Syrah, Chardonnay and 
Portugieser. The family proudly counts the Hungarian 1848 freedom fighter 
Charles Zágony amongst its ancestors. A modern cellar is currently being 
built and will have a capacity of 300,000 bottles a year instead of 50,000 
now.


